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 WELCOME TO ST. PETER’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
 

Whether you have been going to church since birth or are just 

beginning to explore a life of faith, we invite you to journey with 

us! 

 

St. Peter's Episcopal Church is a growing, joyful, welcoming and 

dynamic faith community that is a spiritual home to people of all 

walks of life on the Southcoast - all ages and sexual orientations 

with different religious backgrounds.  

 

Walking a "middle way" between Roman Catholic and Protestant 

traditions, we are forward-thinking and progressive. We strive to live by the message of Jesus, in which there 

are no outcasts! 

 

Many of our members were raised in other denominations such as the Roman Catholic Church. In fact, many 

folks who once identified as Roman Catholic have now found a new spiritual home at St. Peter's. They often say 

that our very similar worship, the Holy Eucharist, is why they feel called to be part of our community and that 

they sense here a deeper sense of openness, inclusion and welcome. They also appreciate our forward-thinking 

and progressive nature. 

 

DIVORCED? REMARRIED? LGBTQ?  

Many people have been made to feel unwelcome in other faith traditions because of their marriage situation or 

their sexual orientation. Others have been told that they cannot fully participate in the life of their church or 

receive Eucharist because of a divorce or remarriage. In our parish everyone is welcome at God's Table. 

Regardless of your self-image or life-story; regardless of your sexual orientation or marriage situation; you 

belong to Christ and you belong to God's Church! The Episcopal Church embraces ALL of who you are 

because God embraces ALL of who you are.  

 

YOUTH PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN AND TEENS 

We offer a FUN, engaging Youth Ministry program for young people of all ages (pre-school to high school.) 

Our programs and not about "attendance" and "rules" but about helping kids to have a postive experience of 

church through relevant, experiential, dynamic, learning activities and service to others. 

Our new Faith Formation and Youth Group programs share the message in a way that interests, intrigues, 

engages, and empowers! 

 

THE SUNDAY MORNING EXPERIENCE 

We gather for worship on Sundays @ 10:00AM. Our service is a joyful and spirit-filled celebration of Holy 

Eucharist using contemporary music and contemporary language with piano, keyboard, guitars, violin and 

drums! If you are new to the Christian faith or not quite sure what you believe, come and see! 

 

HOLY EUCHARIST (MASS): Sunday @ 10:00AM  

 

ST. PETER'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

351 Elm Street ~ Dartmouth, MA 
stpetersdartmouth.org 

 

WELCOME. You belong here! 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fstpetersdartmouth.org%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2eH_OsYWi1mpiDl94hK79dR-jNC5xRPiEghPsqy4QyTNTlpRdLZ29KX7k&h=AT1A1UXht6PqLm9kR5azuOI_8jyaBw_RzE9NL2wQroeAbvP2i70AfkR1lhOm3xGu94N0Fkz0g8fBRcpDE_-_TFwmhXTyJU0xUuwPCSiQztcFsWnIHWTXfMH-IrvZdXOVc-vXSFbT0Mcv7qD9MT2DK39NAg&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5B0%5D=AT2oVn23XzT5ICBAqJP6jNitSxrPCOq1_uzVJlCNB_7EFAV_VKKK0xWTrk4A1c6w3OOAf3FutVGGgTajFv3zRRLl9B8HWgfocZ22vv1olOlASd_ZSrS5WErg4il1g59gLqaH9OGFpzy-3Spu-Q7Jeg5bMn-jXovEK2TbuaxkYJOjtLwMDnBUGnbZ3U7BNBh34qnaPW09i-9fpkmllF8XPiTxoTDvYljXjUDHymE
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November 27, 2022 
The First Sunday of Advent 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
I hope you had a wonderful Thanksgiving. THE SEASON OF ADVENT 
BEGINS TODAY SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 27.  Advent, at St. Peter’s 
Episcopal Church, is one of my favorite liturgical seasons!  And, 
throughout the years, many people have shared how much of a 
profound the liturgical celebrations during the Season of Advent has 
had on their lives. 
 
Advent is about HOPE and JOYFUL EXPECTATION. The word 
ADVENT means COMING.  During Advent, we prepare for Christ’s 
coming in three distinct ways:   

• We focus on his coming in glory at the end of time or when we 
meet Christ at the end of our earthly journey when our life on 
earth comes to completion. 
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• We focus on his first coming into the world as a helpless baby 
on that first Christmas 

• We are attentive during Advent to how Christ comes into our lives 
each and every day. 

 
The liturgical color for the Season of Advent at St. Peter’s is BLUE. 
We use blue vestments, not purple, which is an option.  I believe that 
purple is a color of penitence and should be reserved only for Lent.  
Deep blue reminds us of the dark winter sky.  Blue represents hope 
and expectation during these dark days of December as we all work 
toward the Winter Solstice. 
 
The Season of Advent is a time of joyful expectation and hope.  How 
are you planning on using this holy season.  Are you waiting for the 
commercialization that fills our world?  Are you waiting for the non-
stop hustle and bustle, running from one store to another?  Are you 
waiting to enter into the stress-filled anxiety and panic that often comes 
with this season?  Or are you waiting for something deeper this year?  
Something more meaningful?   
 
During Advent, we wait.  We wait in joyful expectation.  We prepare 
our hearts for the coming of Christ.  Yes, during the Advent Season, 
we prepare for the coming of Christ at the end of time and we prepare 
more immediately for this coming into our lives at Christmas.  But, 
each day of this beautiful season of Advent is an opportunity for us 
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to recognize how Christ comes into our lives each day.  Pray for this 
coming.  Open your heart to enter into these beautiful days of Advent. 
 
HAPPY ADVENT! 
 
Peace, 

 
(Rev.) Scott A. Ciosek,  Rector 
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TO REGISTER, PLEASE EMAIL 

ARTGABRIEL@GMAIL.COM 
 

 
WINTER SOLSTICE CELEBRATION 

Wednesday, December 21 @ 
7:00PM 

FIRE – SONG – RITUAL –  
DRUMMING – HOT CIDER 

 
Join us on St. Peter’s Field (359 Elm Street) for this outdoor community-wide gathering 
as we welcome the return of light! On the longest of nights, the ancients circled sacred 
fires on hill tops and in holy places.  Invite your family and friends to join us for this 
beautiful celebration! 

mailto:ARTGABRIEL@GMAIL.COM
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WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE IN A 

‘CHRISTMAS PAGEANT? 

 

 
This year, St Peter's Episcopal Church is inviting everyone in their community to join 
together to share in this special Christmas tradition! 
 
Children, youth, adults and families of all ages.   
 
We have parts for anyone who would like to participate!   
 
There are many speaking and non-speaking roles.   
 
Parts for singers and even musicians! This year's Pageant is: 
A CHARLIE BROWN CHRISTMAS PAGEANT! 
 
The community is invited to join as we celebrate the true meaning of Christmas! If 
you’re wondering what that is…don’t worry, Linus will tell you all about it!  
 
For More information Email: FaithFormationSaintPeters@gmail.com 
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“A NEW DAY IS DAWNING”  

2023 STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN 

 
Dear Friends and Parishioners: There is so much going on in our community at St. Peter’s Episcopal 
Church right now and I hope you are able to sense it as I do.  We continue to welcome new people 
and they are stepping up to engage in ministry such as our Thanksiging Food Drive to serve those 
who need some extra help.  People feel connected to community and lives are being changed.  We 
will soon begin our newly lauched LGBTQ+ ministry with Julie Bertocchi at the help. We all want 
to share the vibrancy of St. Peter’s with others in the wider community – especially former Roman 
Catholics who have “checked out” who would love to find a new, more inclusive and more 
welcoming spiritual home.  We all want a parish where vitality and spirit abound, where parishioner 
involvement is overflowing, where all feel welcomed and needed. Despite the challenges of the 
pandemic, here are some highlights of 2022: 
 

• We were able to add to our staff, together with St. Gabriel’s Episcopal Church in Marion, a Youth Minister, 
Wendy Reardon.  This has been such a big step for us as a parish.  We have already connected new youth and 
families and we will see that grow into 2023 as the program develops. 

• Our UMass Dartmouth Episcopal Campus Ministry program is growing and making an impact 
on campus.  

• Our Outreach Ministry continues to grow under the direction of Barbara Bosworth.  Our Thanksgiving 
Drive in collaboration with the Dartmouth Public Schools helped so many.  Now, our outreach is being 
extended to Afghan refugee families with Martin Costa leading the effort. 

In the next few weeks, you will receive a mailing from the parish asking you to make a commitment 
to our 2023 Stewardship Campaign.  Our THEME for the 2023 Stewardship Campaign is A NEW 
DAY IS DAWNING.  This reminds us that our faith community is never stagnant but is always 
changing, growing and evolving as to who we are as the People of God in this time and place. 
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The pandemic has presented many challenges for us.  All of the work and ministry we are doing 
needs to be financially supported.  And we invite you to support these important ministries by making 
a weekly or monthly pledge. 
 
In the Episcopal Church, the Bishop and our diocesan administration do not support our local 
parishes.  Our individual parishes are supported by the generosity of our members – in sharing of 
our MONEY and SERVICE – so that our programs, projects and ministries can continue to grow 
and flourish.    
 
STEWARDSHIP is our call, as followers of Jesus, to share our TIME, TALENT and 
FINANCIAL TREASURE with our faith community.   
 
I would encourage you to spend some quiet time with God and reflect on this question before 
completing your Stewardship Form:  How important is St. Peter’s Episcopal Church in my life?  
 
As we do every year, we are asking our parishioners to complete the Stewardship Form that you will 
receive in the mail.  Stewardship Forms will also be available on the Welcome Table in church.  The 
reason the Episcopal Church uses this pledge system is because we need to PLAN our budget for 
2023 and, as you know, it is impossible to plan a budget without commitments from our members. 
In addition to your financial commitment, we are excited to know how you might be able to share 
your time and talent with our parish in the upcoming year. We invite you to return your 
Stewardship Form by placing it in the collection basket at Mass on Sunday, December 18.  You can 
also mail it into the Parish Office.   
 
We urge you to consider ONLINE GIVING.  Online Giving is safe and secure.  It helps you to 
make a planned, consistent, faithful, weekly or monthly commitment to our parish.  So many 
parishioners have moved away from using archaic budget envelopes and are now engaged in Online 
Giving as a way to faithfully and consistently support our parish each week. Let’s all work toward 
embrace new and exciting ways of being witnesses to God’s love in this community.   
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EPISCOAPAL CAMPUS 
MINISTRY  

@ UMASS D  
The Center for Religious and Spiritual Life 

University of Massachusetts Dartmouth 

285 Old Westport Road, Dartmouth, MA 02747 

Office Phone: 774.510.5661 x101 

Rev. Scott A. Ciosek, Episcopal Chaplain  

McLean Campus Center, Office 202 

Email: sciosek@umassd.edu 

 ADVENT / CHRISTMAS 

2022 
 

Liturgical Calendar 
 

 
 
 
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Sunday, November 27, 2022 @ 10:00AM 
 
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Sunday, December 4, 2022 @ 10:00AM 
 
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Sunday, December 11, 2022 @ 10:00AM 
 
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Sunday, December 18, 2022 @ 10:00AM 
 
WINTER SOLSTICE CELEBRATION 
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Wednesday, December 21, 2022 @ 7:00PM 
 
CHRISTMAS EVE CELEBRATION OF HOLY EUCHARIST 
Saturday, December 24, 2022 @ 4:00PM 
 
SERVICE OF LESSONS AND CAROLS 
Sunday, January 1, 2023 @ 10:00AM 
 
CELEBRATION OF THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 
Sunday, January 8, 2023 @ 10:00AM 
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WHAT IS THE BIG BOARD NEAR THE 
WELCOME TABLE IN THE CHURCH? 

 
Friends, as you know, the Covid-19 pandemic has a huge 
impact on our parish.  Before the pandemic, our attendance 
was excellent.  Several people/families have not returned but 
new people are joining our parish. 
 
We are currently in a deficit of about $2,000 a month in 
paying our very basic bills.  I have been working tirelessly in 
finding new ways to fund out parish.  Every church needs to 
explore new ways to fund their mission in the contemporary 
world.  This week, I had a very promising conversation about 
a very promising possibility that involves a great deal of 
creativity.  Once it is finalized, I will present the plan to our 
parish Leadership Team but I am hopeful we will find a way 
forward. 
 

We did not have this problem before the pandemic.  We were able to pay our monthly bills through 
pledging, the rent of the former rectory and parking spaces.   
 
As you know, St. Peter’s does not have the burden of paying for extensive clergy compensation 
salaries since I pull ¾ (75%) of my salary through The Bridge: A Center for Hope and 
Healing,(thebridgedartmouth.org) our counseling center, which is a HUGE savings to the parish, 
even though it probably has caused a few ulcers for me!       
 
We have a barebones budget.  There is nothing to cut.  If we cut anything, we would cease to exist.  
In the past year, we had some Covid relief money that was given to us in the form of a grant that we 
were able to tap into.  That source of money has dried up. 
 
Some normal monthly expenses are:  
Property Insurance: $1,000/month.   
Music for Sunday Eucharist: $350/week  
Electricity, heat and utilities: $953.42/month 
Cleaning: $400.00/month 
Live Streaming: $75.00/month 
Clergy Pension: $475.00/month 
Altar Supplies: $250.00/month (communion bread, wines, candles) 
Office Supplies: $250.00/month 
Telephone/Internet: $132.00/month 
Realm (parish database) $32.00/month 
Snow Plowing: TBA 
Postage: $120.00/month 
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Also, by the end of the year, we owe $2,677.00 on our Diocesan Assessment.  It is basically a 
tax for being a parish of the Episcopal Diocese of Massachusetts, a minimal percentage of 
our operating budget. Each parish has a certain amount each year to pay to the diocese to 
support diocesan administration and programs.   
 
We hope this gives everyone a sense of how much it costs to operate our parish.  These are indeed 
challenging times with rising inflation and increased costs at home.   
 
In back of the church, near the Welcome Table, is a big board with TAGS and stapled envelopes.  
The board is geared toward parishioners who may not give regularly throughout the year.  We invite 
you to please take a tag and do what you can. 
 
The tags are in different amounts:  $100, $75, $50, $25, $10 so that everyone can be included 
regardless of personal budgets. 
 
The catergories are basic and reflect our major areas of expenses:  Heat/Electricity/Utilities; 
Cleaning/Maintenance (which includes upcoming Snow Removal); Music Ministry; Youth Ministry. 
 
You are able to choose the category toward which you would like to contribute and then you can 
choose the amount you would like to donate if you are able. 
 
Also, if you currently make a weekly or monthly pledge and would like to help out in an extra way, 
we invite you to participate and we would be grateful for your generosity. 
 
You can take a tag home with you and we encourage you to return it in the envelope in the Collection 
Bakset in the middle aisle whenver you are able.  You may also mail your donation to the parish 
office. 
 
Again, we never want to ask our people to do more than they are able.  We try to be mindful of that.  
However, these are very difficult and stressful times for our parish and we want the good work that 
is being done here to continue for many years!   
 
We hope you all understand the intention of this special campaign.  It will help us CLOSE THE 
GAP and embrace the future with hope! 
 
Peace, 

 
(Rev.) Scott A. Ciosek,  Rector 
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THANKS TO ALL WHO SUPPORTED OUR THANKSGIVING DRIVE 
WE DID IT!  Thanks to our generous, kind and caring parishioners for your response to our parish’s 
Thanksgiving Food Drive!  We were able to raise $2,200.00 to help provide a Thanksgiving meal for 
families in the Dartmouth Public Schools who have been identified by school social workers as 
needing extra help!  We are grateful for your geneoristy in allowing us to provide this important 
outreach that truly touches the lives of people in our community! THANKS TO ALL OUR 
AMAZING VOLUNTEERS AND ALL WHO MAKE THIS PROJECT HAPPEN! May you 
and your loved ones have a BLESSED AND HAPPY THANKSGIVING! 

 

NEXT YOUTH MINISTRY & FAITH FORMATION SESSION: Sunday, December 4 
Pre-School & Elementary School @ 10:00A 
Middle School & High School following our Service of Holy Eucharist 

      
COULD YOU WRITE A GOOGLE REVIEW FOR YOUR PARISH? 
Could you help our parish by writing a GOOGLE REVIEW? Our LAST 
GOOGLE REVIEW WAS 3 YEARS AGO. Simply go to Google (you 
need a Gmail address.)  Once you are in google, type in St. Peter’s Episcopal 

Church, Dartmouth.  On the right side of the screen, you will see an old picture of St. Peter’s.  Click 
on the BLUE link that says “17 google reviews” and it will take you to the review page.  Then, click 
on the blue link that says “Write a Review.”  First, you have the option of simply clicking on a star 
to rate our church and then you will be able to click on “share your experiences of this place” and 
write your review and you can share what our parish means to you.  People will come to a church 
with positive reviews.  

 
A REMINDER TO PARENTS ABOUT BATHROOMS 
Here at St. Peter’s, children should never go to the restroom alone under any circumstances.  This 
is just common sense. We are happy that you feel so safe here, but for the safety of our children, 
please do not allow them to wander around unsupervised and please do not ever allow them to go 
to the restroom unaccompanied by a parent.  We always stand for the protection of our children 
and families.  

 
LGBTQ+ CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALITY GROUP @ ST. PETER’S  

A NEW LGBTQ+ Christian Spirituality Group will begin in January under the 
leadership of Julie Bertocchi. We are all very excited about restarting this important 
ministry. 
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NOTE: During the Season of Advent, the final blessing at our Sunday liturgy will refer to God as “Mother.”  The 
following article will help in our understanding. 

 

WHY GOD IS YOUR MOTHER 
The Anglican Church and God Our Mother 

BY ADAM ERICKSEN 
Beware! 
 
People like me are out to get you with our radical feminist agenda! What’s that agenda? I call God 
Mother. 
 
Father Dwight Longnecker gives voice to the fears of many when he warns that people like me “will 
continue with this radical feminist agenda until they are actually holding hands with witchcraft and 
worshipping devils.” 
 
What?!? I guess calling God Mother is a slippery slope, right? First it’s “Hi Mom! You sure are swell.” 
Then it’s off to the House of Satan for a little devil worship! 
 
Father Longnecker is critiquing an Anglican movement that wants to call God Mother. He claims 
the “feminists” in the movement are mean because “their tactics are clearly not of the Holy Spirit … 
They started pressure groups, ran publicity campaigns, bullied their way into political positions, used 
tactics of playing the victim combined with emotional blackmail to get their way.” According to 
Father Longnecker, “This is the way progressives work everywhere, and [you should] never appease 
these people.” 
 
But apparently the Holy Spirit is totally OK with creating fear among your audience by claiming that 
those who disagree with you practice witchcraft and worship devils because they call God Mother. 
 
Right.  
 
Here’s the thing. God is your father and your mother and God transcends those categories because 
God is neither literally male nor female. But Father Longnecker thinks calling God Father and 
Mother is just too confusing for people. Apparently, the fact that God is One, yet Three, but really 
One … that isn’t confusing at all. But to call God Father and Mother … we can’t wrap our minds 
around that. 
Father Longnecker is right that when his disciples asked Jesus how they should pray, he responded 
that they should pray to the father. Father Longnecker claims this is his slam dunk against calling 
God Mother. Jesus didn’t teach us to pray to our mother, but to our father. 
 
But it’s not a slam dunk against praying to God our Mother. After all, Jesus never said, “You can’t 
call God Mother. That would make you devil worshippers!” 
 

https://sojo.net/biography/adam-ericksen
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/standingonmyhead/anglicans-to-call-god-mother
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/religion/11641880/Calls-to-overhaul-service-texts-to-refer-to-God-as-first-female-bishops-take-up-posts.html
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/standingonmyhead/2015/06/twelve-reasons-why-you-cant-call-god-mother.html
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/standingonmyhead/2015/06/twelve-reasons-why-you-cant-call-god-mother.html
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In fact, Jesus referred to God as a mother-like figure, just as he referred to God as a father-like figure. 
He refers to himself, who Christians believe to be the second person of the Trinity, as a mother hen. 
He also claims God is like a woman in search of her lost coin. 
 
Of course, we could take Jesus literally when he calls God Father. But he was speaking 
metaphorically. When Jesus spoke of God as father, he didn’t mean that God is a male. He meant 
that God is father-like in his love for his children. 
 
But Jesus also claimed that God is mother-like in her desire to find and care for her children. 
 
And then there’s the Old Testament. Take Job, for example. God asked him a series of 
rhetorical questions, “Where were you … when the sea burst forth from the womb, when I made 
the clouds its garment, the dense clouds its wrap? ... From whose belly does ice come; who gave birth 
to heaven’s frost?” 
 
Whose womb is God talking about? Not Job’s. Every biblical scholar will tell you that God was 
referring to himself, err, in this case, herself. 
 
And then there’s Isaiah where God refers to herself as being “like a woman in labor.” And, in one 
of the most beautiful passages in Scripture, Isaiah continues to declare God’s motherhood. While in 
Exile, Isaiah’s people thought God had forgotten them. But God responded that she hadn’t 
forgotten them. In fact, God comforted them by telling them about her motherly compassion, “Can 
a woman forget her nursing child, or show no compassion for the child of her womb? Even these 
may forget, yet I will not forget you.” 
 
If you need the words attributed to Moses, then a little motherly reprimanding 
from Deuteronomy will suffice, “You were unmindful of the Rock that bore you; you forgot the 
God who gave you birth.” 
 
Did you know that the Old Testament uses the word “spirit” 84 times in ways that Christian tradition 
assumes to refer to the Holy Spirit? From those 84 times, the context refers to the spirit in masculine 
form nine times. The other 75 times the context refers to the Holy Spirit as “explicitly feminine or 
indeterminable (due to lack of a verb or adjective.” In Judges, for example, the spirit is always 
feminine. In Genesis 1:2 where the term “Spirit of God” first appears, it is in feminine form. And 
in Proverbs, the Wisdom of God, which Christian tradition understands to be the Holy Spirit, is 
personified as a woman. 
 
To refer to God as mother isn’t part of some modern feminist agenda. It’s the Bible’s agenda. And 
Christian tradition isn’t afraid to continue this biblical agenda. 
Julian of Norwhich, whom the Catholic Church calls a Doctor of the Church, claimed in her 
book, Revelations of Divine Love, that God is our mother. She even claimed that Jesus is our true 
mother! 
 

http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=131170012
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=301580959
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=301581201
http://bible.oremus.org/?passage=Isaiah+42%3A14&vnum=no&version=nrsv
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=198874170
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=301582958
http://www.theology.edu/journal/volume3/spirit.htm
http://bible.oremus.org/?passage=Proverbs+8:1-31&version=nrsv
http://www.amazon.com/Revelations-Divine-Love-Short-Text/dp/0140446737/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1434583001&sr=8-1&keywords=revelations+of+divine+love
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It is a characteristic of God to overcome evil with good.  
 
Jesus Christ, therefore, who himself overcame evil with good, is our true Mother. We received our 
‘Being’ from Him and this is where His Maternity starts. And with it comes the gentle Protection and 
Guard of Love which will never cease to surround us.  
 
Just as God is our Father, so God is also our Mother. 
 
If calling God Mother confuses you like it confuses Father Longnecker, then please feel free to 
continue calling God Father. It is a great way to approach our heavenly father. 
But, if you can hold together the metaphorical paradox that God is our father and mother, then go 
ahead and call God your Mother. 
 
It doesn’t mean that you’re a devil worshipper. In fact, she who gave birth to you will appreciate it. 

 
AN ADVENT REFLECTION BY HENRI NOUWEN 

From Finding My Way Home 

Waiting is not a very popular attitude.  Waiting is not something that people think about with great 
sympathy.  In fact, most people consider waiting a waste of time.  Perhaps this is because the culture 
in which we live is basically saying, “Get going!  Do something!  Show you are able to make a 
difference!  Don’t just sit there and wait!”  For many people, waiting is an awful desert between where 
they are and where they want to go.  And people do not like such a place.  They want to get out of it 
by doing something. 

In our particular historical situation, waiting is even more difficult because we are so fearful.  One of 
the most pervasive emotions in the atmosphere around us is fear.  People are afraid – afraid of inner 
feelings, afraid of other people, and also afraid of the future.  Fearful people have a hard time waiting, 
because when we are afraid we want to get away from where we are.  But if we cannot flee, we may 
fight instead.  Many of our destructive acts come from the fear that something harmful will be done 
to us.  And if we take a broader perspective – that not only individuals but whole communities and 
nations might be afraid of being harmed – we can understand how hard it is to wait and how tempting 
it is to act.  Here are the roots of a “first strike” approach to others.  People who live in a world of 
fear are more likely to make aggressive, hostile, destructive responses than people who are not so 
frightened.  The more afraid we are, the harder waiting becomes.  That is why waiting is such an 
unpopular attitude for many people. 

It impresses me, therefore, that all the figures who appear on the first pages of Luke’s gospel are 
waiting.  Zechariah and Elizabeth are waiting.  Mary is waiting.  Simeon and Anna, who were there 
at the temple when Jesus was brought in, are waiting.  The whole opening scene of the good news is 
filled with waiting people.  And right at the beginning all those people in some way or another hear 
the words, “Do not be afraid.  I have something good to say to you.”  These words set the tone and 
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the context.  Now Zechariah and Elizabeth, Mary, Simeon, and Anna are waiting for something new 
and good to happen to them. 

Who are these figures?  They are representatives of the waiting Israel.  The psalms are full of this 
attitude: “My soul is waiting for the Lord.  I count on his word.  My soul is longing for the Lord 
more than a watchman for daybreak.  (Let the watchman count on daybreak and Israel on the 
Lord.)  Because with the Lord there is mercy and fullness of redemption,” (Psalm 130:5-7).  “My soul 
is waiting for the Lord” – that is the song that reverberates all through the Hebrew scriptures. 

But now all who dwell in Israel are waiting.  In fact we might say that the prophets criticized the 
people (at least in part) for giving up their attentiveness to what was coming.  Waiting finally became 
the attitude of the remnant of Israel, of that small group of Israelites that remained faithful.   The 
prophet Zephaniah says, “In your midst I will leave a humble and lowly people, and those who are 
left in Israel will seek refuge in the name of Yahweh.  They will do no wrong, will tell no lies; and the 
perjured tongue will no longer be found in their mouths,” (Zephaniah 3:12-13).  It is the purified 
remnant of faithful people who are waiting.  Elizabeth and Zechariah, Mary and Simeon are 
representatives of that remnant.  They have been able to wait, to be attentive, to live expectantly. 

But what is the nature of waiting?  What is the practice of waiting?  How are they waiting, and how 
are we called to wait with them? 

Waiting, as we see it in the people on the first pages of the gospel, is waiting with a sense of 
promise.  “Zechariah, your wife Elizabeth is to bear you a son.”  “Mary, listen!  You are to conceive 
and bear a son,” (Luke 1:13, 31).  People who wait have received a promise that allows them to 
wait.  They have received something that is at work in them, like a seed that has started to grow.  This 
is very important.  We can only really wait if what we are waiting for has already begun for us.  So 
waiting is never a movement from nothing to something.  It is always a movement from something 
to something more.  Zechariah, Mary, and Elizabeth were living with a promise that nurtured them, 
that fed them, and that made them able to stay where they were.  And in this way, the promise itself 
could grow in them and for them. 

Second, waiting is active.  Most of us think of waiting as something very passive, a hopeless state 
determined by events totally out of our hands.  The bus is late?  You cannot do anything about it, so 
you have to sit there and just wait.  It is not difficult to understand the irritation people feel when 
somebody says, “Just wait.”  Words like that seem to push us into passivity. 

But there is none of this passivity in scripture.  Those who are waiting are waiting very actively.  They 
know that what they are waiting for is growing from the ground on which they are standing.  That’s 
the secret.  The secret of waiting is the faith that the seed has been planted, that something has 
begun.  Active waiting means to be present fully to the moment, in the conviction that something is 
happening where you are and that you want to be present to it.  A waiting person is someone who is 
present to the moment, who believes that this moment is the moment. 
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A waiting person is a patient person.  The word patience means the willingness to stay where we are 
and live the situation out to the full in the belief that something hidden there will manifest itself to 
us.  Impatient people are always expecting the real thing to happen somewhere else and therefore 
want to go elsewhere.  The moment is empty.  But patient people dare to stay where they are.  Patient 
living means to live actively in the present and wait there.  Waiting, then, is not passive.  It involves 
nurturing the moment, as a mother nurtures the child that is growing in her.  Zechariah, Elizabeth, 
and Mary were very present to the moment.  That is why they could hear the angel.  They were alert, 
attentive to the voice that spoke to them and said, “Don’t be afraid.  Something is happening to 
you.  Pay attention.” 

But there is more.  Waiting is open-ended.  Open-ended waiting is hard for us because we tend to 
wait for something very concrete, for something that we wish to have.  Much of our waiting is filled 
with wishes: “I wish that I would have a job.  I wish that the weather would be better.  I wish that 
the pain would go.”  We are full of wishes, and our waiting easily gets entangled in those wishes.  For 
this reason, a lot of our waiting is not open-ended.  Instead, our waiting is a way of controlling the 
future.  We want the future to go in a very specific direction, and if this does not happen we are 
disappointed and can even slip into despair.  That is why we have such a hard time waiting: we want 
to do the things that will make the desired events take place.  Here we can see how wishes tend to 
be connected with fears. 

But Zechariah, Elizabeth, and Mary were not filled with wishes.  They were filled with hope.  Hope 
is something very different.  Hope is trusting that something will be fulfilled, but fulfilled according 
to the promises and not just according to our wishes.  Therefore, hope is always open-ended. 

I have found it very important in my own life to let go of my wishes and start hoping.  It was only 
when I was willing to let go of wishes that something really new, something beyond my own 
expectations could happen to me.  Just imagine what Mary was actually saying in the words, “I am 
the handmaid of the Lord, let what you have said be done to me,” (Luke 1:38).  She was saying, “I 
don’t know what this all means, but I trust that good things will happen.”  She trusted so deeply that 
her waiting was open to all possibilities.  And she did not want to control them.  She believed that 
when she listened carefully, she could trust what was going to happen. 

To wait open-endedly is an enormously radical attitude toward life.  So is to trust that something will 
happen to us that is far beyond our own imaginings.  So, too, is giving up control over our future 
and letting God define our life, trusting that God molds us according to God’s love and not according 
to our fear.  The spiritual life is a life in which we wait, actively present to the moment, trusting that 
new things will happen to us, new things that are far beyond our own imagination, fantasy, or 
prediction.  That, indeed, is a very radical stance toward life in a world preoccupied with control. 

Now let me say something about the practice of waiting.  How do we wait?  One of the most beautiful 
passages of scripture is Luke 1:39-56, which suggests that we wait together, as did Mary and 
Elizabeth.  What happened when Mary received the words of promise?  She went to 
Elizabeth.  Something was happening to Elizabeth as well as to Mary.  But how could they live that 
out? 
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I find the meeting of these two women very moving, because Elizabeth and Mary came together and 
enabled each other to wait.  Mary’s visit made Elizabeth aware of what she was waiting for.  The 
child leapt for joy in her.  Mary affirmed Elizabeth’s waiting.  And then Elizabeth said to Mary, 
“Blessed is she who believed that the promise made her by the Lord would be fulfilled.”  And Mary 
responded, “My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,” (Luke 1:45-46).  She burst into joy 
herself.  These two women created space for each other to wait.  They affirmed for each other that 
something was happening that was worth waiting for. 

I think that is the model of the Christian community.  It is a community of support, celebration, and 
affirmation in which we can lift up what has already begun in us.  The visit of Elizabeth and Mary is 
one of the Bible’s most beautiful expressions of what it means to form community, to be together, 
gathered around a promise, affirming that something is really happening. 

This is what prayer is all about.  It is coming together around the promise.  This is what celebration 
is all about.  It is lifting up what is already there.  This is what Eucharist is all about.  It is saying, 
“Thank you,” for the seed that has been planted.  It is saying, “We are waiting for the Lord, who has 
already come.” 

The whole meaning of the Christian community lies in offering a space in which we wait for that 
which we have already seen.  Christian community is the place where we keep the flame alive among 
us and take it seriously, so that it can grow and become stronger in us.  In this way we can live with 
courage, trusting that there is a spiritual power in us that allows us to live in this world without being 
seduced constantly by despair, lostness, and darkness.  That is how we dare to say that God is a God 
of love even when we see hatred all around us.  That is why we can claim that God is a God of life 
even when we see death and destruction and agony all around us.  We say it together.  We affirm it 
in one another.  Waiting together, nurturing what has already begun, expecting its fulfillment – that 
is the meaning of marriage, friendship, community, and the Christian life. 

Our waiting is always shaped by alertness to the word.  It is waiting in the knowledge that someone 
wants to address us.  The question is, are we home?  Are we at our address, ready to respond to the 
doorbell?  We need to wait together to keep each other at home spiritually, so that when the word 
comes it can become flesh in us.  That is why the book of God is always in the midst of those who 
gather.  We read the word so that the word can become flesh and have a whole new life in us. 

Simone Weil, a Jewish writer, said, “Waiting patiently in expectation is the foundation of the spiritual 
life.”  When Jesus speaks about the end of time, he speaks precisely about the importance of 
waiting.  He says that nations will fight against nations and there will be wars and earthquakes and 
misery.  People will be in agony, and they will say, “The Christ is there!  No, he is here!”  Everybody 
will be totally upset, and many will be deceived.  But Jesus says you must stand ready, stay awake, 
stay tuned to the word of God, so that you will survive all that is going to happen and be able to 
stand confidently (con-fide, with trust) in the presence of God together in community (see Matthew 
24).  That is the attitude of waiting that allows us to be people who can live in a very chaotic world 
and survive spiritually. 
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AN ADVENT PRAYER 
by HENRI NOUWEN 

 
Lord Jesus, 
Master of both the light and the darkness, 
send your Holy Spirit upon our preparation for 
Christmas.  
We who have so much to do 
seek quiet spaces to hear your voice each day.  
We who are anxious over many things look 
forward to your coming among us.  
We who are blessed in so many ways long for the 
complete joy of your Kingdom.  
We whose hearts are heavy seek the joy of your 
presence.  
We are your people, 
walking in darkness yet seeking the light.  
To you we say 
“Come, Lord Jesus”.  
Amen.  
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