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COMMON PLEDGING QUESTIONS

WHAT IS A PLEDGE?
A pledge is your commitment to financially support the mission and ministries of St. Peter’s Episcopal Church. Pledging is a response of gratitude to God’s call and abundance in our own lives. There is no such thing as a small pledge. Every pledge matters!  The ministries of St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, including our Music Ministry, Youth Ministry, Faith Formation and our Outreach Ministry throughout the Southcoast region, exist because of the support and financial commitment of each parishioner. Through our collective generosity, we sustain and further the way of Jesus in Dartmouth and surrounding communities. 

DO I NEED TO COMPLETE A PLEDGE FORM EVERY YEAR?
Yes.  We ask every member of our parish to complete a pledge form on an annual basis even if you are already enrolled in Online Giving or have completed a pledge form in the past.
 
HOW MUCH SHOULD I GIVE WITH AN ANNUAL PLEDGE?
We believe strongly each parishioner should consider making a pledge that is both responsible and significant based on his or her financial situation. It is also a process that involves discernment and prayer. Bring it to God.
 
WHY IS PLEDGING IMPORTANT? 
Annual pledges support everything St. Peter’s Episcopal Church does.  Pledges are an important part of the practice of generosity and stewardship that supports our parish life. Our yearly budget is driven by the generosity of our parishioners through annual pledges. These pledges support the operating costs of our ministry programs, as well as our staff, including expenses such as buildings and grounds, worship, educational materials, and outreach.

HOW CAN I MAKE MY ANNUAL PLEDGE?
If you place CASH in the collection basket at church, that money cannot be recorded and does not count toward your pledge and we cannot provide you with a yearly donation statement.  If you want money that you place in the collection basket to be counted toward your pledge, please use an envelope with your name written on it with the word PLEDGE.  If you contribute using a check, please write PLEDGE 2026 on the notation line.  As always, the best way to make your annual pledge is by using our safe and secure online giving! If you need help setting it up, please let us know.


WHAT HAPPENS IF I MAKE A PLEDGE AND CAN’T SUSTAIN IT? 
We understand that circumstances in life change. If you are unable to keep up with your pledge, please let the treasurer or the church office know.

HOW CAN I KEEP TRACK OF HOW MUCH I’VE GIVEN? 
We invite you to create a Realm profile. Realm is an online ministry tool designed for real time connection. It helps our church connect with you and you connect with us. Realm allows you to manage your personal information and who is allowed to see it, control your giving.  If you need help setting up your Realm profile, we can help!  During the month of November, we will send an invite to every parishioner to create a Realm profile.

I’M NOT SURE WHAT I CAN AFFORD. HOW CAN I PLEDGE? 
A pledge can be adjusted at any point during the year if your circumstances change. We suggest that you pledge responsibly, based on your best estimate of the year’s income.  
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