THE SUNDAY CONNECTION
God speaks to us in many ways, including through the Sunday Scripture readings. The Sunday
Connection provides useful background and activities to better understand the upcoming
Sunday's Scripture readings, helping you to connect the Scripture to daily life in a meaningful
way. These passages and reflections are from the Episcopal Church website Bible Study
section.
Gospel Reading
Luke 22:14-23:56
Background on the Gospel Reading
In this year’s lectionary, we do not have the triumphal entry into Jerusalem on the back of
a donkey. There is no waving of branches and declaring him the Messiah. Instead, this
passage focuses on his torture and death. In the longer version, we do have the institution
of the Lord’s Supper. Often the trial (Luke 23:1-25) is read aloud with members of the
congregation crying in unison, “Crucify, crucify him!” (v. 21). It is by joining our voices
together that we are recognizing our sinfulness and our complicity in sins, even when we
did not commit them ourselves. Jesus, even as he is dying, is offering forgiveness. He says,
“Forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing” (Luke 23:34). Who is Jesus
forgiving? Although the immediate context references the people beating him and
stealing his clothes, might there be others in that story who need forgiveness? Does Peter
need to be forgiven for denying him? Do the people crucified with him need to be
forgiven? Is this a blanket statement of forgiveness? This passage from Luke, especially if it
is read aloud by the members of the church, reminds us that we take part in the act of
crucifying Jesus. This Palm Sunday is one of recognizing the depths of our own sinfulness
and our need for the forgiveness and grace Jesus offers us, even when we do not know we
need it.

HOMEWORK QUESTION FOR THE WEEK:
For what do we seek forgiveness?
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Dear Friends and Parishioners:
Welcome to our Palm Sunday Liturgy this weekend!
Together, as a Parish Family, we begin the journey of
Holy Week.These are the most important and sacred
days of the liturgical year.
This is the first Holy Week we have celebrated together
in-person in 2 years. We pray that this will be a time of renewal for us as a parish and that we will
all worship together in person here in our worship space.
Jesus died on the cross out of love for each one of us. Sometimes, we don’t fully understand or
experience the fullness of that reality. As a sign of our love for Jesus, we invite you to take the time
during this coming week to join us for the following liturgical celebrations:
On Maundy Thursday, April 14th, the Celebration of the Lord’s Supper and the Washing of Hands
will be celebrated in church at 7:00PM. As an added safety measure, individual towels will be
given to everyone who wishes to participate in the Washing of Hands.
On Good Friday, April 15th, the Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion will be celebrated online at 7:00PM.
And finally, our Easter Sunday Festival Service of Holy Eucharist will be celebrated on Sunday,
April 17th at 10:00AM. This year will be an extra-special celebration of Easter! May it be a time
of renewal and regathering for our parish family. Please invite your family and friends to join us!
We can never go from Palm Sunday right into Easter without living the sacred days in between
without any spiritual depth. We invite you to walk to the Cenacle and Upper Room; to the Cross,
and then to the empty tomb. May this Holy Week be a time of grace and spiritual depth for you
this year. Our lives are always about death and resurrection. No matter what we go through in
life, we are meant to rise!
Blessings in the coming week!
Peace,

(Rev.) Scott A. Ciosek, Rector
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NEED TO TALK?
There’s a lot going on in our world:
War in Ukraine, Covid-19, oppression, injustice, bigotry, racism.
There is a different way… THE WAY OF LOVE
How do we hold onto LOVE & HOPE in troubling times?
Dr. Martin Luther King often said we have two choices:
chaos or community.

CAMPUS MINISTRY invites everyone (students, faculty and staff)
to be part of this CONVERSATION…
• To talk about what we are feeling, and what fills our hearts
• To recommit to the power of LOVE on campus and in the world

JOIN US:
Tuesday, April 12, 2022 from 12:00-1:00P (University Club, Campus Center)

SMILE FUNDRAISER
Our parishioner, Tracey Oliver, is coordinating a SMILE FUNDRAISER offered
by Oh! Photography to help support our adopted Afghan Family. A "photo
studio" will be set up in the Community Room and Tracey Oliver will capture
the smiling faces of St Peter's parishioners in their Sunday best after the Easter Sunday
Service of Holy Eucharist on April 17, 2022. You will receive 4 edited digital images by email.
So, let's all smile, say cheese and have some fun while raising money for a worthy cause!
PLEASE SIGN UP TODAY!

PROTECTION OF CHILDREN AND MINORS
All individuals 17 or over, who will or who may have access to children, MUST
complete a CORI form prior to working or volunteering in the parish. Because the
Episcopal Church (and St. Peter’s) stands for the protection of children, teens and
their families, we require a CORI check to be performed annually for the following
people:
-All paid parish employees
-All vestry members
-Any parish volunteers (all organizations, committees, etc.)
-Anyone working with children ministries.

SMALL GROUPS @ SPEC
Small Groups at St. Peter’s Episcopal Church help keep
people connected and to allow people the opportunity
to grow in their spiritual lives. Small Groups are made
up of 6-12 parishioners who come together (online on
now in-person) to share faith, to go deeper in the weekly
message, and to support one another in their
relationship with Christ. Small Groups help to build
community and bring people closer together in
fellowship. Small Groups invite us to focus on Scripture, to pray, reflect, and discuss how the Word of God
is relevant today in our daily lives. It is our HOPE in the future that every parishioner will be part of a Small
Group. If you are interested in being part of a SMALL GROUP at St. Peter’s, please
email stpetersdartmouth@gmail.com with your contact information.

IMPORTANT: ”GETTING TO KNOW YOU” FORMS
Friends, if you do not receive weekly emails from our parish, that means you are
most likely not a registered parishioner. It may also suggest that you have never
filled out a “Getting to Know You” Form. These yellow forms are located on the
Welcome Table. Please fill one out, if you haven’t, so you can receive
communications from the parish.

I’M IN!

SAVE THE DATES FOR OUR
HOLY WEEK / EASTER TRIDUUM

Stewardship 2022
The word “triduum” means “three days.” These are the three most sacred days on our liturgical
calendar because they tell the story of salvation. So many people, in recent years, have come to
experience the beauty of these days. I hope that even more people will celebrate these days with us
this year so that we fully enter into the beauty of Holy Week.

YES, I’M IN!
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church is a church where people meet Jesus
and where lives are changed. I want to do my part to support our
mission especially this year in supporting strengthening our
ministry to youth, teens and young adults.
I would like to make a WEEKLY / MONTHLY (circle one) contribution of:
$____________________
PREFERRED WAY OF GIVING:

The summit of the Liturgical Year is the Easter Triduum—from the evening of Holy Thursday to the
evening of Easter Sunday. Though chronologically three days, they are liturgically one big day
unfolding for us the unity of Christ's Paschal Mystery.
The celebration of the Triduum marks the end of the Lenten season. Lent ends with the beginning
of our Maundy Thursday liturgy. The liturgical services that take place during the Triduum are:
The Mass of the Lord's Supper, Good Friday of the Lord's Passion and the Liturgy of the
Resurrection of the Lord on Easter Sunday morning.

PALM SUNDAY: April 10, 2022
10:00AM: Liturgy of Palms and Holy Eucharist

_______________ Safe and Secure Online Giving
_______________ Traditional Church Budget Envelopes
Name:_______________________________________________________________________
Address:_____________________________________________________________________
Email Address:_______________________________________________________________
Phone:_______________________________________________________________________

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
351 Elm Street ~ Dartmouth, MA 02748
website: stpetersdartmouth.org / email: stpetersdartmouth@gmail.com
774.510.5661

MAUNDY THURSDAY: April 14, 2022
7:00PM: The Mass of the Lord’s Supper and Washing of Hands
(As an additional safety measure, individual towels will be given to those who wish to participate
in the Washing of Hands.)

GOOD FRIDAY: April 15, 2022
7:00PM: Good Friday of the Lord’s Passion
(Communion from the Reserved Sacrament)
EASTER SUNDAY: April 17, 2022
10:00AM: Festival Holy Eucharist (with organ, piano, brass)

THE IMPORTANCE OF
USING CHURCH
BUDGET ENVELOPES
Whether you participate in Online Giving,
mail your check in, or place your donation
in the collection basket at Mass, we ask
everyone to please use Parish Budget Envelopes on a weekly basis.
WHY?
1. It helps the parish keep track of your pledge and donations. If you place loose money in the
collection basket, it is not recorded as your donation. This helps the parish to provide you with a
yearly statement of your contributions at the end of the year if you request one for tax purposes.
2. IF YOU MAKE YOUR CONTRIBUTION USING CASH OR CHECK: Simply place your
donation in the Parish Budget Envelope for that given Sunday and put it in the collection basket
during Mass.
3. IF YOU PARTICIPATE IN ONLINE GIVING: We still ask you to take a box of Parish
Budget Envelopes. Many people who use Online Giving have said they feel strange about not having
anything to put in the collection plate during Mass and they feel awkward as the basket passes by.
To enable everyone to participate in the parish offertory at Mass, we ask those who give ONLINE
to also bring your empty envelope each week and still put it in the collection basket. On the front of
the envelope, please check the box with the option “I GIVE ONLINE.” Then simply place it in the
collection basket during Mass. With more and more people participating on Online Giving, this will
encourage everyone to be able to put something in the collection basket.
4. There is a dated budget envelope for each Sunday of the liturgical year and special days during
the year such as Holy Week. The envelopes in the box are in chronological order by date. When
you pick up your box of envelopes, you will be assigned a number that will be entered into the parish
database system.
5. Your cooperation will help us achieve greater financial organization of the parish.
For the next 3-4 Sundays, following our Service of Holy Eucharist, two parishioners will be near the
Welcome Table with boxes of envelopes. We ask you to please take a box and we will record the
number to enter into our parish database.
THANK YOU AGAIN FOR YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT OF OUR PARISH FAMILY!

An Invitation from Presiding Bishop Michael B. Curry to Practice the Way of Love
I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how
wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be
filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. — Ephesians 3:17-19
In the first century Jesus of Nazareth inspired a movement.A community of people whose lives were centered on Jesus Christ
and committed to living the way of God’s unconditional, unselfish, sacrificial, and redemptive love. Before they were called
“church” or “Christian,” this Jesus Movement was simply called “the way.” Today I believe our vocation is to live as the Episcopal
branch of the Jesus Movement. But how can we together grow more deeply with Jesus Christ at the center of our
lives, so we can bear witness to his way of love in and for the world? The deep roots of our Christian tradition may offer just
such a path. For centuries, monastic communities have shaped their lives around rhythms and disciplines for following Jesus
together. Such a pattern is known as a “Rule of Life.” The framework you now hold The Way of Love:
Practices for Jesus-Centered Life — outlines a Rule for the Episcopal branch of the Jesus Movement.
It is designed to be spare and spacious, so that individuals, ministry groups, congregations, and networks
can flesh it out in unique ways and build a church-wide treasure trove of stories and resources. There is
o specific order you need to follow. If you already keep a Rule or spiritual disciplines, you might reflect
and discover how that path intersects with this one. By entering into reflection, discernment and
commitment around the practices of Turn – Learn – Pray – Worship – Bless – Go – Rest,
I pray we will grow as communities following the loving, liberating, life-giving way of Jesus. His way has the power to change
each of our lives and to change this world.
Your brother in the Way of Jesus,

The Most Reverend Michael B. Curry,
Primate and Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church

WHAT DO YOU SEEK?
Early in his ministry, Jesus of Nazareth was surrounded by crowds. He turned and asked, “What do you seek?” (John 1:38). For more than a thousand
years, monastics have greeted pilgrims knocking on their doors by asking: “What do you seek?” Today, each of us can pause with the same question.
As much as the world has changed, the fundamental human hopes and yearnings that draw us to faith may not be so different. For so many …

WE SEEK LOVE
To know God’s love, to love and be loved by others, and to love ourselves

WE SEEK FREEDOM
From the many forces —
sin, fear, oppression, and division that pull us from living as God created us to be:
dignified, whole, and free.

WE SEEK ABUNDANT LIFE
Overflowing with joy, peace, generosity, and delight. Where there is enough for all because we all share with abandon.
A life of meaning, given back to God and lived for others.

WE SEEK JESUS
The way of Jesus is the Way of Love, and that way has the power to change lives and change the world.

THEN COME AND FOLLOW...

