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STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN 2025-2026
“WIDEN YOUR NETS”
November 2025

Dear Members of St. Peter’s Episcopal Church Family,

The theme of our 2025-2026 Stewardship Campaign is “WIDEN YOUR NETS.” This scriptural reference refers to our call as a parish to evangelize broadly and boldly by sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ. Jesus told Peter to cast his nets into deep water. It is a symbol of ministry expansion calling us out of our comfort zones so that we can share our faith with new believers. Can we trust that God is calling our parish family to do something more? If we trust that God is doing something in our parish family, abundant results will come from God’s power.

When Jesus commands Peter to cast his nets into the deep, they caught an abundant number of fish! Think about what has been happening in our parish. We are spreading the Gospel in all kinds of ways and helping to experience God’s presence in their lives. 

Here are some examples of how we are spreading the Gospel that you contribution helps to support:
· A dynamic “Sunday Morning Experience” with an incredible contemporary Music Ministry
· A growing and thriving Women’s Spirituality Group led by Rev. Faith  
· Adult Spiritual formation programs during Advent and Lent
· UMass Dartmouth Campus Ministry / The Way of Love Spiritual Community
· Weekly Contemplative Prayer and Meditation service
· Our Dinner Church Movement
· Our LGBTQIA+ inclusion and welcome and our participation at Southcoast PRIDE
· A growing Youth & Family Ministry that includes fun family activities throughout the year (Youth and Family Picnic, Trunk or Treat, outreach to local nursing homes, family movie nights, health and wellness activities for children)
· Our continuing and determined outreach to young families who are connected to our parish 
· Providing spiritual and pastoral care for the sick in hospitals and at the end of life
· Community based spiritual events such as our Blessing of Animals
· Thanksgiving Food Drive and other outreach opportunities such as Back to School Drive
· Participation in Vigils for Love to support immigrants
· Healing Prayer Service
· Weekly Coffee Hour
· Prayerful and Meaningful Holy Week Services

DID YOU KNOW that it takes (at the very minimum) $200,000 for an average-sized healthy Episcopal Church to operate each year? Last year, our pledges at St. Peter’s totaled $64,628.00. The average national pledge per person or family unit in the wider Episcopal Church in the United States is approximately 3% of one’s income. The average national pledge in the Episcopal Church currently averages $3,339.00 per year.  Here in the Episcopal Diocese of Massachusetts, the average pledge per person or per family is $2,984.00.										
											
CONSIDER THIS PATH TO ROBUST, SUSTAINABLE MINISTRY…

As a parish, we would all like to propose a huge recommendation for 2026 that would help us build a strong foundation for the future. It will also and bring to an end all unnecessary stress that I personally endure, as do many others  on our staff and Parish Leadership Team endure regularly.

IMAGINE what would happen if we had 100 active members (which we do have although they might not all be here at the same time every week) who could commit to pledging $2,000 a year, which equals $38.00 a week / $152.00 a month. Think about what we spend $38.00 a week on. Dunkin Donuts? Comcast? Starbucks? Target? Amazon? Our bank statements are a theological statement. Where does God fit in on that list?

Your pledge to the 2026 Stewardship Campaign will help us to “WIDEN OUR NETS.” We ask you to prayerfully consider this request as the path to robust, sustainable ministry here in Dartmouth and on the Southcoast.   Your contribution will help us to continue to share the Good News of Jesus Christ in ways that many churches are not. 

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church in Dartmouth is GROWING in a time when many churches are shrinking, merging, consolidating or closing.  Our continued growth should compel us all to give.

Jesus told Peter to “cast his nets into deeper” water and Jesus is telling us the same, here and now, in this place; in Dartmouth, on the Southcoast.  “Cast your nets” and “draw new believers.” 

Friends, the nightmare that the world and our nation can often be is not God’s dream for this world. Jesus is calling us to share his light, his life, and his way of love with those who need it most these days. So many people are longing for light and love to fill their hearts. People are hearing voices of anger and division, of hatred and animosity.

Please help support a different mission and a different message. We invite you to support God’s Way of Love that is taking place here in our parish.

As we do every year, we are asking our parishioners to prayerfully complete the enclosed STEWARDSHIP FORM to let us know what your commitment will be throughout the year so that we can create our 2026 budget and do our financial planning on our end.  

We ask you to return the enclosed form by placing it in the collection basket at Mass by SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 2025.  You can also mail it to the Parish Office or stop by and drop it off during the week.  We strongly encourage you to use the safe and secure Online Giving option.

Thank you for whatever you can do to support the important ministries that take place in our parish. Thank you for your generosity and your prayerful consideration of your pledge to St. Peter’s Episcopal Church.

In Christ,	
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The Rev. Scott A. Ciosek, Rector				The Rev. Faith M. Mbuthia, Curate 
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